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MINUTES
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

7PM -Monday, October 19th, 2026				North Room-Eason Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT: Dennis Lutes, Mayor; Trustees Kathryn Bronstein, Lynlee Cunningham, Robert Wilson, Jacob Harp

STAFF: Becki Paternosh, Erica Belson, Erik Karlstrom, Andrew Thompson, Erin Schuster, Dave Walker, Nick Schaaf, Kevin Seblink, Vince Luce

ATTENDEES: 
Holly Button; Tom Herr, Judy Einach, Sandra Brown, David Brown, Ann & Ed Kneer, R. Neratko, G. Gray

The mayor opened the meeting at 7pm and asked everyone to join in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  He also apprised all attendees of the fire exits. He asked the Chief to introduce the Sergeant at Arms for this meeting.  Chief introduced Officer McKenna Smith as Sergeant of Arms for this evening’s meeting. 

MAYOR/BOARD:
· The 9/21 and 10/5 minutes were approved unanimously, K. Bronstein/R. Wilson
· Approved Christmas in the Village 2026 as presented, R. Wilson/L. Cunningham
· Scheduled a public hearing for November 16th, 2026 at 7pm to consider Chapter 128 Solid Waste Amendments, R.Wilson/J. Harp
· Scheduled public hearing for November 16th, 2026 at 7:15pm to set the rate for refuse and recycling collection. J. Harp/L.Cunningham
· Appointed Gwen Syper from the civil service list to the Account Clerk A position effective November 4th, 2026, K. Bronstein/R. Wilson
· Approved Resolution #20-2026 SEQRA Resolution establishing the Village as lead agency and declaring the water system improvements project to have no negative impact on the environment also known as the “Neg-Dec.”  On a roll call vote with all members voting yes. No abstentions.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:
· Chief Karlstrom recognized Officer Jeffrey Mason and Sgt. Joseph Villafrank for their recent heroic and professional actions during high stress events.  Officer Mason’s actions, operating with Chief Karlstrom saved the lives of two boaters on September 11th, after their boat became submerged pinning them against the rock face.  Both boaters were brought to safety.  Sergeant Joe Villafrank also was recognized for his swift action during a high-speed chase and the motorist eventually ended up in Lake Erie.  The Chief expressed his extreme pride in the selfless actions of his personnel.
· Chief also reported that old W-2 was sold for $2,500 recently.  He requested that those funds be allocated one half each to the vehicle fuel and vehicle maintenance accounts. The board unanimously approved this on a motion by R. Wilson, seconded by K. Bronstein.
· Chief also requested an Executive Session to discuss personnel.
· The Board agreed that incidents at the Thruway Motel should be included in the monthly police report.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:
· Chief Walker noted that October is Fire Safety month.  They took fire apparatus to the school to educate students on the importance of fire safety.  He said nothing hits the concept home with kids like bringing a fire truck down and having kids learn about the role of the fire department.
· Charlie Bryant passed all the requirements to be able to assist the Fire Dept. as a member volunteer to serve in the Fire Police.
· Approved the Halloween Parade (weather permitting) during Halloween Observance on October 31st, 2026, from 6pm to 8pm in the Village of Westfield.  Staging for the parade begins at 5:30pm at Tops. Parade starts at 6pm and goes up Main to Market St. to the Fire Hall. Kiwanis Club provides donuts and cider. Exempts to hold a costume contest with prizes.  R. Wilson/L. Cunningham 
· It was noted that the new digital sign is up at the fire hall they are still learning how to use it for messaging.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT:
	Highlights from the report include:
· Pickleball pickup group plays on Monday nights inside Eason Hall from 7-9pm; Youth fall soccer for pre-K through 6th grade is going on with 145 participants; Youth basketball signups for grades 1-6th are underway with signups 10/21 at the Country Fair in Brocton 6-8pm, Thursday, 10/22 at Eason Hall 6-8pm, sign ups are through November 6th; Youth basketball season will start on November 7th and run through February 6th; Adult cornhole league starts October 28th for 7 weeks ending on Wednesday, December 16th.  Friday night roller skating will start on Friday, December 18th and run every other Friday night through April.

CODE ENFORCEMENT:
        •    The mayor read the Interim Code Enforcement Officer’s monthly report for September noting 10 permits 	issued, Building Improvements totaling $187,467 for the month; permit fees collected of $672; 15 Permit 	inspections; 0 Fire Inspections; 2 Complaints and 78 hours worked.

ZONING ENFORCEMENT:
· The mayor read the monthly Zoning report for September noting the bushes were trimmed at 31 First Street; A warning was left on the door for trash storage after receiving a complaint about 54 S. Portage St., 21 Washington St. appears to have come into compliance; a warning tag was issued for high grass at 329 East Main St. and the yard was mowed on check on 9/21; Completed the paperwork for an apparent zoning violation at 54 S. Portage. He noted the September 8th, 2026, Planning Board meeting was cancelled.

HISTORIAN REPORT:
· The mayor read the Historian report noting preparation of the August reports for both the Village and Town; Reviewed research for more Beelines articles for September publications; Marybelle thanked Bill and Pat Locke for catching up the filing of historian articles and research; Continuing research and writing of biographies for Pre-1900 Westfield Presidents (Mayors) with the assistance of Bill and Pat Locke.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
· The board declared a 2001 Ford F-150 (Street) as surplus village property. R. Wilson/ K. Bronstein
· The board awarded the sidewalk plow bid to Cyncon for $188,650 including the v plow attachment, R. Wilson/ K. Bronstein.

TREASURER
· The board approved the financial reports as submitted. K. Bronstein/ J. Harp
· The board approved the unpaid water bills to be added to the Town tax levy in the amount of $1,766.09. 
R. Wilson/L. Cunningham
· The board approved the unpaid Village taxes to be returned to Chautauqua County in the amount of $76,105.53. K. Bronstein/ L. Cunningham
· The board approved the warrants as presented. R. Wilson/J. Harp
	∘   General Fund #23           	$71,561.82
	∘   Electric #24			$150,526.83
	∘   Water #25			$47,649.51
	∘   Sewer #26			$62,817.95

VILLAGE SECURES NYS DWRF GRANT AWARD FOR WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
The Board asked DPW Director Andrew Thompson to discuss the recent water grant. Andrew reported that the Village had been awarded $5,000,000 in grant funding from the NYS DWRF for our proposed water project which involves replacing old cast iron water mains and some of our transmission mains.  The Board publicly acknowledged and thanked Andrew for his and his department’s efforts in securing this grant. Great job Andrew!!

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:
The public comment period was opened.  Attendees were reminded to follow the rules and that comments will be for a maximum of three minutes. 
· Sandy Brown asked when leaf pickup starts?  Erin Schuster said 10/26.  It was noted that flyers about this recently went out in the utility bills.
· Tom Herr voiced his concerns about the recent applications for private lighting on Taylor Rd especially the lighting at the parking and turn around area.  Concerned it will shine in his front window; Questioned the process the Town utilized to acquire the parking turnaround; Feels the lighting will encourage nighttime use of the turnaround; Maintains no application was ever made to construct the parking area and that a SEQRA review was never conducted prior to its construction.  Concerned with pollutant runoff. Requests the Village deny the lighting.
· Holly Button thanked the Board and the Village for the efforts to remediate 34 Washington St.  Mentioned that there were several stray cats that she and her daughter are now taking care of and asked if there was a resource available for the cats/kittens?  Chief Karlstrom provided some potential resources that she could contact.  The Board thanked her for her patience and having to continue to deal with issues that shouldn’t really be her and other adjacent property owners’ problems.
· There being no further comments, the board closed the public comment period. K. Bronstein/J. Harp.
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
· The board entered executive session to discuss personnel in the police department on a motion by R. Wilson, seconded by L. Cunningham and approved unanimously. 

Police Chief Karlstrom: Discussed two employee personnel updates. 

Motion to end executive session - Rob Wilson 
Second - Jake Harp
All in favor - All 

Motion to reappoint Joseph Villafrank as Sgt. for the Westfield Police Department - Kathryn Bronstein 
Second - Jake Harp 
All in favor - All 
(Lynlee, no vote due to conflict of interest). 

Motion: The village will pay for 50% of Sgt. Villafrank's study course for the upcoming civil service Sgt's exam. After successful completion of the course and passing the Sgt's exam the village will then reimburse Sgt. Villafrank for the remaining 50%. The overall cost is estimated at around $600 for the prep class. - Motion by Rob Wilson, Second by Kathryn Bronstein. All in Favor, Lynlee no vote. 

Motion to close the meeting - Rob Wilson 
Second - Jake Harp 
All in Favor. 

Respectfully submitted by,
Vincent E. Luce
Administrator/Village Clerk
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