VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING 
AUGUST 17, 2026
Mayor Dennis Lutes presiding

MEMBERS:	Kathryn Bronstein, Jacob Harp, Lynlee Cunningham		 

OTHERS:	Vince Luce, Rebecca Betts-Paternosh, Becky Jackson, Ed LeBarron, Dave Webster, Andrew Thompson, Andrew Webster, Chief Erik Karlstrom, Officer Collin Mower, Ed Slate, John Cunningham, Sandra Milo, David Brown, Sandra Brown, Robert Neratko, Holly Button, Sarah Button, Amy Belcher, Michael Blake, Elijah Franklin, Ann & Ed Kneer, Judy Einach, Tom Herr, Steve & Kate Mayer, Don McCord, Debra Puckhaber, Heather Luce, Ericca Caccamise, Mark Puckhaber

EXCUSED:	Rob Wilson

MAYOR/BOARD
MINUTES
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the minutes of July 20, 2026.

RESOLUTION # 17-2026/ACCREDITED DELEGATE TO M.E.U.A.
The following Resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield, New York, is a municipal member of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Meeting of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State has been called, to be held September 28-30, 2026, at Allyn Lodge, Skaneateles, NY., and
WHEREAS, in accordance with the bylaws of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State, each municipal member may cast one vote on each transaction properly brought before this meeting,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that DPW Director, Andrew Thompson, be and is hereby designated as the accredited delegate of the Village of Westfield, New York.
I certify that this resolution was adopted by the Village of Westfield, New York on the
17th day of August 2026.

RESOLUTION #18-2026/NYMPA DELEGATE
The following Resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Westfield, New York is a municipal member of the New York Municipal Power Agency, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Meeting of the Agency will be held on September 28, 2026, in Skaneateles, NY, and, 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the bylaws of New York Municipal Power Agency, each municipal member may cast one vote on each transaction properly brought before this meeting.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Andrew W. Thompson be and is hereby designated as the accredited delegate of the Village of Westfield, New York.
On roll call:       Affirmative: __4_______      Negative: _____0_______

RESOLUTION #19-2026/ARC FUNDING/PORTAGE AMPHITHEATER PROJECT
The following resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the Portage Inn Amphitheater Project was originally awarded Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) funding, and ARC requires the involvement of a Basic Agency with construction capacity; and WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development (USDA) has such capacity and has agreed to be the Basic Agency for the Portage Inn Amphitheater Project; and WHEREAS, the USDA has submitted a Letter of Conditions (LOC) to the Village of Westfield, requiring a Village Board resolution of award for each construction contract, which is contingent upon the approval of USDA – Rural Development; and WHEREAS, XL Excavating was the low bidder at $789,719.60 for the portion of the Portage Inn Amphitheater Project to be constructed by contractors; AND NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hereby awards the contract to XL Excavating for $789,719.60, contingent upon the approval of USDA.

PERMANENT APPOINTMENT OF Police CHIEF
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to approve the permanent appointment of the Police Chief, Erik Karlstrom.

REQUEST BY HOSPITAL FOR “10 DAYS OF GIVING IN SUPPORT OF WMH SIGN” ON KIOSK
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Harp, with Trustee Bronstein abstaining, the motion was carried to approve for the placement of the sign onto the Kiosk by the Hospital for a longer period than the usual allowed timeframe.

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL

POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE REPORT
Chief Karlstrom read his report.

E-BIKE DISCUSSION
Trustee Harp inquired regarding e-bikes and scooters and where we stand at this point as far as education of the public, etc. The Chief replied that enforcement efforts for some may have escalated to the point where they will issue citations for that. Some of the parents unfortunately seem to not care that this Law exists and who are encouraging those juveniles to continue their actions. The officers have experienced several incidents of juveniles fleeing law enforcement vehicles. The problem with chasing those juveniles down is that will be causing even more dangerous situations. He would prefer to go with voluntary compliance than through issuance of citations. But it’s coming to the point where they would attempt to identify the parents and start issuing citations.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT   
FIRE REPORT
Chief Dave Walker read the Fire Department report.

UPDATE ON LADDER TRUCK
Chief noted there have been issues with the ladder truck (E291) which has had engine issues, sent to Cummins in Buffalo and diagnosed it as turbo charger which they replaced. It was driven for about 2-300 miles more, then had to be taken back to Buffalo for replacement of the head, all totaling $20,000. Due to the engine being out of warranty we’re probably not going to be able to get any reimbursement. He is going to speak to Cummins in Buffalo to see if they can do anything as they are low engine hours. He had asked previously if all leftover unused monies from the budget could be put into the general capital equipment reserve fund, and would now ask to put all of it in. Chief Walker stated they are going to be way over budget for repairs and maintenance costs.

Trustee Cunningham asked what the amount was that was requested to be moved from last year.

The Treasurer stated $39,000, and to clarify; we would have had to go to Permissive Referendum to use the money out of the Capital Reserve for these repairs so putting it into the reserve will not help with the cost of these repairs. Leaving it in Fund balance, the money would be able to be used to pay for the repairs.
He withdrew his request to put leftover funds into the Capital Reserve.

CEREMONY FOR 911
Discussions are ongoing regarding a ceremony for 9-11.

SIREN
Inquiry as to new siren update to which there are no updates.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
RECREATION REPORT
Recreation Director Andrew Webster read the Recreation Report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
CODE REPORT
Mayor Lutes read the Code Report from P.T. Code Officer Brad Lawson.

ZONING
ZONING REPORT
Mayor Lutes read the Zoning Report from Zoning Officer Rob Genthner. 

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN REPORT
There was no Historian Report available.

PUBLIC WORKS 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Ed LeBarron explained the recent bid for Contract 1 - Municipal Waste, Contract 2 - Recyclables, Contract 3 - Spring Cleanup, Contract 4 - Containers. There was one bid for Contract 2 – Recycling/Automated collection for the totes. Further discussion was tabled until the 8/24/26 meeting.



DECLARE SURPLUS
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried to declare the 2000 Chevy Pickup Truck as surplus.

WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
REQUEST VACATION CARRYOVER 
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried to approve for Erin Schuster to carry over 7.5 vacation days.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL

TREASURER
FINANCIAL REPORTS
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the Financial Reports.

WARRANTS
The following warrants were approved on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously.

Electric			15				51,780.04
General			14				97,474.20
Sewer				15				43,848.25
Water				15				36,043.28
Capital Proj. 			 6				  6,097.25
              Welch Field		
General			13				88,012.39
WWTP & I&I			 5				33,641.50
Sewer				14				39,416.89
Water				14				25,630.04
Electric			14			          158,617.86
General			11				58,070.76
Water				12				  5,141.57
Electric			12			          101,040.01
Sewer				12			            14,380.47
  
CLERK
REQUEST VACATION CARRYOVER
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve for the Clerk to carry over 4 vacation days.

The comment section of the meeting was opened on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously. 

34 Washington - there are still ongoing serious issues that need to be dealt with.

There was an inquiry regarding the frequent outages the Village has had recently. 
The frequent outages were due to New York Power Authority doing testing and repairs of their metering system.
Resident stated there needed to be regulations put in place to control the e-bike, scooters situation. 

The Chief stated this is an ongoing issue that is very frustrating and is being addressed, citations will be given and rules adhered to. Bicycles, e-bikes, scooters, etc. are not allowed to be ridden on the sidewalks and those under 16 should not even be on the e-bikes. Will be working with the school doing a program explaining the rules.

There was question regarding unregistered vehicles and a request for the Zoning Officer to attend the meetings. 

The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cuningham and was carried unanimously to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Following Executive Session, the board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to re-enter regular session.

ACTION
Action taken resulting from the Executive session is as follows:
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve of upgrading Scott Frudd to Line Supervisor and Alex Nusom, Dillon Kawski to Line Worker A. 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.



Submitted by:
Rebecca Jackson/Deputy Village Clerk
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