VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING 
 JUNE 15, 2026
Mayor Dennis Lutes presiding

MEMBERS:		Kathryn Bronstein, Rob Wilson, Jake Harp

OTHERS:		Vince Luce, Becki Paternosh, Erik Karlstrom, Andrew Webster, Dan
 			Hogg, Ed LeBarron, Andrew Thompson, Erin Schuster, Dave 
Walker, Don McCord, Sandra Milo, Linda Dunn, Robert Neratko, Elisa Dennis, Judy Einach, Robert Dyn, John Douglas, David Brown, Ed & Ann Kneer, Tom Herr, Britt Mead, Diana Holt, Pete Holt; Village Attorney, Joe Calimari
	
EXCUSED:		Lynlee Cunningham

MAYOR/BOARD
The Mayor introduced the Village’s Attorney Joe Calimari.

MINUTES
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve the minutes of 5/18/26 and the 6/1/26 work session minutes.

RESOLUTION #12-2026
The following resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously.

SUPPORT OF WILLIAMS’ CONSTITUTION PIPELINE PROJECT
WHEREAS Williams is a national energy infrastructure company that handles approximately one third of the natural gas used each day in the United States to heat homes, cook food, and generate electricity;
WHEREAS the Northeast region faces persistent energy affordability challenges and natural gas supply constraints that have resulted in higher electricity and heating costs for families and businesses;
WHEREAS, currently much of the Northeast region relies on foreign sources of energy; 
WHEREAS dependence on foreign sources of energy leave consumers more susceptible to price spikes caused by global affairs;
WHEREAS domestically produced energy supports the American workforce and provides consumers with insulation from energy market impacts of international conflicts; 
WHEREAS, increased interstate natural gas pipeline capacity alleviates energy supply constraints, improves system reliability during peak demand periods, and places downward pressure on energy costs for residential, commercial, and industrial customers;
WHEREAS the Constitution Pipeline is a proposed natural gas transmission line designed to transport energy from the Marcellus Shale region in northeastern Pennsylvania to support key markets across New York and New England;
WHEREAS, the project adds approximately 650,000 dekatherms per day (Dth/d) of pipeline capacity, equivalent to the daily energy needs of about 3 million homes in the U.S. Northeast;
WHEREAS, the Constitution Pipeline strengthens the Northeast’s energy infrastructure by enhancing energy security and supporting economic growth, and provides a cleaner, lower-emitting alternative to heating oil;
WHEREAS, construction activities span Pennsylvania and New York and include pipeline installation, metering and regulating stations, and connecting new infrastructure to existing transmission systems;
WHEREAS, the Constitution Pipeline is associated with approximately 1,500 construction jobs and $295 million in direct labor income;
WHEREAS, the project is associated with $13 million in property tax revenues and $100,000 in additional New York and Pennsylvania income tax revenue;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Westfield supports the Constitution Pipeline Project and urges timely consideration and approval of necessary authorizations;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village of Westfield supports investments in energy infrastructure projects that promote U.S. energy independence, improve reliability, affordability, and economic opportunity for residents and businesses.

RESOLUTION #13-2026
The following resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously.

SEQR TYPE II ACTION LEAD SERVICE LINE INVENTORY (LSLI) PROJECT FOR THE WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield, New York, Village Board (hereinafter referred to as Village Board) is proposing a project for its existing water distribution system, located throughout the Village of Westfield and the Town of Westfield, New York, which will include the excavation of water curb stop valves and piping in order to complete the Village’s Lead Service Line Inventory (LSLI); and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Village Board does hereby classify the above referenced Action to be a Type II Action under Section 617.5 (c), (5), (6) and (24) of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Type II Actions are not subject to further review under Part 617 of the SEQR Regulations; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT, the Village Board in making this classification has satisfied the procedural requirements under SEQR and directs this Resolution to be placed in the file on this Action.



RESOLUTION #14-2026
The following resolution was approved on a motion made by Trustee Wilson seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.

LEAD AGENCY DESIGNATION RESOLUTION
VILLAGE OF WESTFIELD WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield (Owner) is proposing the Village of Westfield Water System Improvements Project (Project), located in the Village of Westfield, Chautauqua County, New York; and
WHEREAS, the Project has been classified as an “Unlisted Action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) in 6 NYCRR Part 617.4; and
WHEREAS, a Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) Part 1 has been completed and will be sent to all Interested and Involved Agencies for the purpose of establishing the Village of Westfield Village Board as the “Lead Agency” per with 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Village of Westfield is authorized to sign the SEQR FEAF Part 1; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village of Westfield intends to establish itself as Lead Agency and is authorized to take all actions, complete all necessary documentation, and send the FEAF Part 1 to all Interested and Involved Agencies.

BUYER SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR TRANSIENT LODGING
Code Officer Dan Hogg spoke to the155-16c Bed Tax Law.

He noted that there are requirements that need to be adhered to. He explained transient lodging would be anyone staying in a lodging for less than 30 days. Almost every municipality he has worked with has a rental property registration or rental property law which covers long and short-term rentals, not just short term. This would ensure that everyone follows the same rules. He referred to a law he authored for the Village of Silver Creek which addresses both short-term and long-term rental properties legislation
 
He stated to his knowledge there’s a Federal Program called STEHP which is to help end homelessness for people just getting jobs and proving they can earn an income and offers them a place to stay. Regarding the property of the Thruway Motel; there are complaints of vandalism and theft caused by the residents that are allowed to live there. The Code Officer noted that Code Enforcement does not have jurisdiction over one- and two-family houses. A number of long-term rental properties don’t get the attention they need to have. Unless the board should decide that ALL rental properties need to be inspected.

UPDATE ON 55 UNION ST.
Dan provided an update regarding 55 Union Street.  After proceeding with all the required steps, the vote was passed by the Board for the demolition of this dilapidated property. At this point we are unable to navigate all the various legalities involved with this particular property. He is hopeful that this will be addressed sooner rather than later and the demolition can be expedited.
The many added risks and for getting to a point where this property could be demolished were discussed in detail. Village Attorney Joe Calimeri outlined some of his concerns notably, about who is recognized as the legal responsible party. Probably should discuss the Hearing in February where the alleged owner granted the Village permission.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE REPORT
Chief Erik Karlstrom read the Report.

DECLARE SURPLUS
Chief Karlstrom requested to sell one of the old patrol cars which is a 2024 decommissioned vehicle parked down at the Street Department and requires approximately $7,000 in repairs. There are 5 patrol cars, one of which is a spare unit. He would like to take the money from the sale of that and apply it to reallocate those funds into more equipment so that way they can have a spare useful car to use. Would like to sell it at Auction.
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to declare the decommissioned vehicle as surplus.

REQUEST FOR LOCAL LAW
The Chief would like to explore a local law to regulate the use of “E” vehicles, any electronic devices, on sidewalks and roadways. 

Clerk Luce noted there was some information the State had put forth regarding speed of the motor and the battery size would govern it. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL

FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE REPORT
Chief Dave Walker read the Fire Dept. Report.
It was questioned regarding the warrant for $6,200 repairs for the 75’ aerial truck. Chief Walker stated that it was pump tested, some ladder work done, unsure if aerial inspection was part of that.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
POOL UPDATE
Progress is being made with the Welch Field Pool. Andrew read a listing of the portions of the project that have been completed. Opening will not take place when they had first thought, which was June 29th. That is not possible at this point but will open as soon as they possibly can. Wednesday July 22nd will be the Ribbon Cutting at the Pool.

Andrew also noted the Recreation Dept. had been the recipient of some unexpected donations; $500 from the YWCA specifically for the Welch Field Summer Program. Also, a $200 donation from the School’s Key Club was received. He thanked the Key Club Supervisor and all the students. 

ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES FOR SEASONAL
Andrew noted three additional employees for seasonal; Evangelia Avfionis, Ella Atkins, and Kent Knappenberger.
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp, and was carried unanimously to approve for the additional employees in the Summer Program.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
CODE REPORT
Code Officer Hogg read his Report.

ZONING
ZONING REPORT
Mayor Lutes read the Zoning Report.

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN REPORT
Mayor Lutes read the Historian Report.

PUBLIC WORKS 
TRACKLOADER PURCHASE 
Ed reported that the two quotes received were $31,665.90 from LandPro which had a 4-year warranty and $58,465.35 from 5-Star which had a 5-year warranty. LandPro had kept the same trade in value as it had been for the past two years. 5-Star had decreased their trade value. He would like to request to go ahead and purchase this trackloader. He stated that some of the cost will come out of the Water/Sewer, and some out of the Electric Funds.

Trustee Wilson questioned why we are set on the fact we are only bidding the John Deere. Comments were made previously that John Deere had more longevity compared to other models. We are paying for a zero deductible warranty on this piece of equipment for five years with the intention that we are going to trade it and sell it in five years, why is that a factor when we would potentially be bidding for a similar piece of equipment from other brands other than John Deere.

Ed replied there were several reasons. We get better trade in value with John Deere as that is what we are trading in. Over the years we have had four different makes of machines and John Deere holds up better, that is why we stay with it. If we go out to bid for it, we’re going to have to take the lowest cost machine out there and it may not be the lowest cost in the long run. If the board wants to go out to public bid for equipment, he can do that.

Trustee Wilson noted it is understood that John Deere has higher trade-in value but at this point have the higher trade in value on the John Deere traded in on a Case or another brand, we would be stuck with the same Case or another Case down the road. And you have a warranty that covers, is it a bumper to bumper.

Ed noted we do that so we don’t have the expensive price of repairing the machine if it should break down after 2 years.
 
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to go out to bid for the trackloader.

WELCH FIELD DIVING PLATFORM & DIVING BOARD
 There are two quotes to be accepted. 
The first being for the filter system for the plumbing for the pool itself, he broke that list down and highlighted items in yellow and would like to award those to FW Webb for $5,975 which includes all the pipe and most of the fittings. PVC online $10,530.62, Schaeffer Supply $523.30 to which the board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve.
The second one is for the Diving Board and platform in the amount of $22,995. When they got down to the base of the diving board it was beyond repair. The lowest price was $17,728.89, the one from Pool Supply $8,317 did not meet the specs and was more of a residential diving board and we must go with the commercial. The motion was made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to accept the bid in the amount of $22,995. 

DECLARE ITEM AS SURPLUS FOR DISPOSAL
Discussion on this was tabled until the next work session.

WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
REQUEST TO APPOINT BRANDON FREEMAN AS OPERATOR TRAINEE
The motion was made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve Brandon Freeman as Operator Trainee.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
ELECTRIC REPORT
Andrew reported that the scheduled work on the circuit switcher went well on Saturday. Ferguson Electric got started on the electric today. By end of the week the new one should be in and operating.

DELIVERY OF NEW TRANSFORMER
The delivery of the first of the two new substation transformers was delivered last Friday and we are expecting the next one on Wednesday.

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL

TREASURER
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS
The motion was made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve the Financial Reports.

WARRANTS
The following warrants were approved on a motion made by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously.

Electric			#5			$198,477.05
General			#4			    88,783.00
General 			#5			    89,486.55
Electric			#4			  121,616.96
Capt’l. Proj. Welch Pool	#1			  303,262.46
Water				#5			    31,838.34
Sewer				#4			    79,283.73
Sewer				#5			    42,448.50
Water				#4			    38,807.78

CLERK
TIME CAPSULE 
Village Clerk Luce gave a brief update on the America 250 Time Capsule memento boxes noting there are information pages which he passed out to everyone. These time capsule will show everyone years down the road how things were in 2026.
Once items are accumulated, we would like to bury them in the vicinity of the Amphitheater. Thanks to Scout Troop 201 and to the Alleghany Highlands Council  members for assembling the boxes for this project. Acknowledgement to them for making these great boxes which will go towards a merit badge for community service.

Andrew Thompson stated they applied for additional ARC funding which looks like it will be approved and at this point we’re just waiting on USDA to accept to be the lead agency to administer that funding.

The meeting was opened for public comment.

The public comment portion of the meeting was closed on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.

The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Truste Harp and was carried unanimously to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel issues.

Following the Executive Session the board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to end the Executive Session and re-enter regular meeting.


ACTION TAKEN RESULTING FROM THE EXECUTIVE SESSION:
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to hire Bill Begier following his retirement, as part time Line Supervisor 15-20 hrs./week.

There being no further business to come before the board the meeting was adjourned on a motion made by Trustee Harp seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously.
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