VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING 
MAY 18, 2026
Mayor Dennis Lutes presiding

MEMBERS:	Kathryn Bronstein, Rob Wilson, Jake Harp, Lynlee Cunningham		 

OTHERS:	Becky Jackson, Becki Betts-Paternosh, Erik Karlstrom, Ed LeBarron, Andrew Thompson, Andrew Webster, Dave Walker, Don McCord, 
Sandra & David Brown, Thomas Herr, Robert Neratko, Sandra Milo,
Gail Gray

MAYOR/BOARD
7:00 P.M. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING/SEWER RATE DISCUSSION
The Mayor invited discussion from the public for any questions or comments. 

CLOSE HEARING
Hearing no comments or discussion from the public, the Hearing was closed
at 7:05 p.m.

ACTION
Action taken a result of the Public Hearing for the new Sewer Rate is as follows:
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to approve the increased Sewer Rate; Customer Usage charge, $10.00 per month; $6.50 per 1,000 gallons; Septage Rate $50 per 1,000 gallons; Leachate Rate $30 per 1,000 gallons. 

MINUTES
The board made a motion by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to approve the minutes of 4/6/26, 4/20/26 Regular Board meetings and 5/4/26 Work Session Minutes.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTRODUCTION OF POLICE OFFICER
Chief Karlstrom introduced and gave the oath for recent hire, Makenna Smith. She is the third final Full Time hire for the Police department. 

Chief Karlstrom read the Police Report for the month of April.

CARRYOVER OF VACATION TIME
Treasurer Paternosh explained that the vacation time goes by the anniversary date so that would be the carryover date. Personal time will be reactivated June 1st.

PARKING TICKET ISSUE
Chief Karlstrom is requesting that this parking ticket item is adopted into the Village of Westfield policy. He noted that as long as what is on the ticket is what is projected in the code online then it is correct. The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve of having the Parking Ticket Policy added to our Village Policies.

CROSSING GUARD
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to approve Kelly Brown as a School Crossing Guard.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Chief, Dave Walker read the Fire Department Report for April.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Recreation Director Andrew Webster read the Program report and gave an update of progress at the Welch Field Pool Project. 

REQUEST APPROVAL FOR SEASONAL EMPLOYEES 
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the Seasonal Employees as presented by Andrew.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF ADDITION TO POOL HOUSE PROJECT
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously for adding to the Pool House Project to paint the locker room and floors with epoxy coating in an amount not to exceed $11,000 to Stonhard.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
The Mayor read the Code Enforcement report.

REQUEST FOR HIRING FILE CLERK
The board agreed to table this discussion until the June Work Session.

ZONING
ZONING REPORT
The Mayor read the Zoning report

HISTORIAN
The Mayor read the Historian’s monthly report.

PUBLIC WORKS 
Ed LeBarron reported that the State Dept. of Transportation has closed the Canadaway Creek bridge for rebuilding, making Route 5 inaccessible for any traffic to travel from or to that way and will be diverted to Route 20 which causes an issue with the closing of Main St. on First Fridays as the trucks must travel Route 20 which will have to be addressed. Ed will call the State and see if they will issue a “special permit” for the First Friday issue.

SKID STEER/TRACK LOADER
Ed noted that he had ordered this since January 2025. They sold the first one before it was sold to us. The one that was to be here last week, they sold again before us. So now they have another one onsite but are requesting approximately another $10,500 more for it as it is a 2026, the other machines were 2025’s.

This amount is divided among four funds, so each fund has a share. Would have to find out if they all could be adjusted to the higher amount. He got the approval through the Permissive Referendum that was done in November/December 2024. Now due to the increase, more is being spent than the Permissive Referendum allows which means we would have to go to another Permissive Referendum or to make up the difference, and they would have to “hold” the machine for 30 more days, or possibly he can get in touch with the CHIPS Administrator to see if they would let us use the $3,000 on the CHIPS.

After additional explanation of the situation, further discussion will be tabled until the next Work Session on June 1st regarding the Skid Steer issue. 

CASELLA
Ed reported that Casella would like to do business with us but there must be some changes as far as garbage disposal is concerned. We would have to go with the totes which their trucks are set up for at this time, and their covered insurance is for those. 

They stated they would never bid on Spring Cleanup again due to this year being the worst year ever. They noted there was 40 tons more than any other year. Complaints of people dumping truckloads off at their houses in the middle of the night and people were just dumping their “garbage and animal waste” into the spring cleanup items. The Village finished cleaning up these residents’ prohibited loads and taking them to the landfill using our own employees and equipment adding to the charge already paid to Casella to pick up Spring Cleanup items.

Ed will get a bid package together within the next two weeks to bring to the board. If the board has any ideas, forward them to Ed and he will consider them.

WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
REQUEST APPROVAL FOR ANNUAL SUPPLIES BID
The board made the motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Wilson and carried unanimously to approve the Annual Supplies bid as follows:

Liquid Chlorine               JCI Jones $333.33/CWT
Hypochlorite Solution 	Slack Chemical $3.373/gal
Zinc Ortho/Phosphate    Slack Chemical $2.39/lb.
Liquid Coagulant (AS2811)   Applied Specialties $7.19/gal
Zetag – Polymer		 Applied Specialties $3.36/lb.
Aluminum Sulfate 	       Chem Trade $618/dry ton
Phosphoric Acid 	              Barbers Chemicals $20.99/gal
Aqua Ammonia	             Slack Chemical $1,634.32/ton
Sodium Fluoride             Slack Chemical $3.074/lb.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
REQUEST TO PURCHASE 5,000 FT. OF WIRE FOR ELECTRIC DEPT.
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously for the purchase of 5,000 Ft. of 336 ACSR primary cable for the Electric Department at the low quote from Boca Wire at $10,750 for continuation out West Route 20.

BID FOR POLES
Andrew stated we would go to bid for two loads to see if we can receive a better price that way. The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to approve to go to bid for Poles.

TRANSFORMERS
Andrew noted he is still checking with the factory to see if they can store them until we need them but has not heard back yet, of course they would charge us for that. Probably wouldn’t be until next Spring when they would be able to put them up.

TREASURER
APPROVAL OF 2026-2027 SEWER BUDGET
The board made a motion by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to approve the 2026-2027 Sewer Fund Budget for total revenue of $2,065,851, total expense of $2,031,618 for a net income of $34,233. 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve the financial reports.

WARRANTS
The following warrants were approved on a motion made by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously.

Sewer		W#55		$7,022.16
			        General	        W#52	        44,382.43
			        Water            W#55 	          3,780.49
			        Capt’l Reserve Welch Field Pool Project
				                    W#22	      293,412.42
			        Electric         W#52         134,279.01
		                   General         W#55          70,945.88
			        Water	         W#57          97,321.26

        Sewer	         W#57          66,246.00
Capital Reserve WWTP/I&I Improvements
		         W#23	       27,544.00
               		Capt’l Reserve Welch Field Pool Project
                                                               W#24	        12,994.30
        Electric          W#55         282,146.41

The motion was made to open the Public Comment portion of the meeting by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.

Resident Robert Neratko inquired as to F.O.I.L. request information.

WDC Director Don McCord – Inquired as to the “totes” issue for disposal fees. 

Trustee Cunningham inquired as to when the Grant monies might start coming in. Don replied possibly June 1st when the Grant would technically begin.

The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to close the public comment session.  

The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to enter Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.

Following the Executive Session the board made a motion by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to exit the session and re-enter regular session.

ACTION:
Action taken as a result of the Executive Session is as follows:

The motion was made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to allow the Village to pay Attorney Michael Kuzma in the amount of $1,390.27 owed per the injunction in regard to F.O.I.L. requests submitted by Mr. Neratko.
 
There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting ended on a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously.
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