VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING 
APRIL 20, 2026
Mayor Dennis Lutes presiding

MEMBERS:		Katherine Bronstein, Robert Wilson, Lynlee Cunningham, Jacob
           Harp	 

OTHERS:		Vince Luce, Becki Betts-Paternosh, Dan Hogg, Dave Walker, Erik
Karlstrom, Andrew Thompson, Erin Schuster, Jake Alonge, Joe
Seminatore, Sandra Brown, David Brown, Ed & Ann Kneer
Tom Herr, Percie Asher, Adam Duckett, Gail Gray, Antonio Figuerra, Don McCord, Landon Jasinski, Ron Catalano	

The Mayor appointed Trustee Rob Wilson as Deputy Mayor.

MAYOR/BOARD
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING-LOCAL LAW #1-2026 AMEND SEWER LAW
This law is to amend the sewer use law to add pretreatment program procedures for significant industrial users. Andrew Thompson explained that the significant users are Welch’s, Growers and Mogan David. This is being done as a result of the EPA inspection last year mandating us to do this process, which basically formalizes what we already do. And requiring them to notify us if they’re going to discharge anything outside of their normal amounts.

RESOLUTION #9-2026 MEUA DELEGATE/SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve the following Resolution.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Westfield, New York, held on Monday, April 20, 2026, the following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield, New York, is a municipal member of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State, and
WHEREAS, the Semi-Annual Meeting of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State has been called May 21, and May 22, 2026, to be held at the Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 311 Hiawatha Blvd W., Syracuse NY 13204 and,
WHEREAS, in accordance with the bylaws of the Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New York State, each municipal member may cast one vote on each transaction properly brought before this meeting,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that DPW Director, Andrew Thompson, be and is hereby designated as the accredited delegate of the Village of Westfield, New York.
I certify that this resolution was adopted by the Village of Westfield, New York on the
 20th day of April 2026.

RESOLUTION #10-2026 NYMPA DELEGATE ANNUAL MEETING
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to approve the following resolution.

At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of Westfield, New York held on Monday, April 20, 2026, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Westfield, New York is a municipal member of the New York Municipal Power Agency, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Meeting of the Agency will be held on May 21st, 2026, in Syracuse, NY, and
WHEREAS, in accordance with the bylaws of New York Municipal Power Agency, each municipal member may cast one vote on each transaction properly brought before this meeting.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Andrew W. Thompson, be and is hereby designated as the accredited delegate of the Village of Westfield, New York.

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS TWO PROPERTY MATTERS

REQUEST BY LEGION FOR CEMETERY FLAGS DONATION
The board made a motion by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to donate $500 to the Legion towards the flags they place in the Cemetery. Joe Seminatore thanked the board.

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING FOR LOCAL LAW #1-2026
There being no further comments from the public, the board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to close the hearing.

ACTION 
The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to approve the Proposed Local Law #1-2026 to Amend Sewer Law/Add Pretreatment Procedures.

DISCUSS DOG CONTROL CONTRACT
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the Contract for 2026 @ $10,575 and pay what the Town had billed for January 1-May 31, 2025 for $3,306.49 and 
June 1st -Dec. 31, 2025 @ $5,119.08. Amount over budget to come from contingency.

WORK SESSION MEETINGS
The board discussed having Work Session meetings on the first Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m. beginning with May 4th; and having quarterly joint meetings with the Town which were approved on a motion made by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE REPORT
Chief Karlstrom read the Police Report which is on file in the Clerk’s office. Village Clerk Vince Luce gave special commendations to the Chief and officers for working hard to get back to full staffing. 

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE REPORT
Fire Chief Dave Walker thanked all the board members for attending the Annual Inspection on April 6th and Election. The 1st Assistant Chief is Nick Schaaf, 2nd Assistant Chief is Jacob Alonge. 

The Fire Report is also on file in the Clerk’s office.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
RECREATION REPORT
Vince read the Recreation Department Report in Andrew’s absence. The report is on file in the Clerk’s office.

REQUEST BID FOR DIVING BOARD
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously to approve going out to bid for a diving board for Welch Field Pool.
CODE ENFORCEMENT
CODE REPORT
Code Officer Dan Hogg read the Code Report which is on file in the Clerk’s office. He noted he had one Senior,Tyler Tunison that was interested from the school to do volunteer code clerk program for WAVE hours.                                                             

ZONING
ZONING REPORT
Clerk Luce read the report which is on file in the Clerk’s office.

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN REPORT 
The Mayor read the Historian’s report which is on file in the Clerk’s office.

PUBLIC WORKS 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Erin Schuster stated between the Street Department and the Water Plant they’ve been working on hydrant flushing which began last Friday and should be completed by this Friday. There will not be any hydrant flushing while Spring Cleanup is going on. Winter restoration is ongoing.

Ed requested permission for LS Paving to do crushing of concrete in lieu of crushed limestone for the water and sewer roadcuts and road base for street reconstruction for a total of $19,200. There was no response from 3 other companies that prices were requested from. The board made a motion by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to approve the quote by LS Paving.

WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
REQUEST FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS WATER/SEWER ISSUE

REQUEST TO EXTEND SLUDGE HAULING CONTRACT W/CASELLA
The board made motion by Trustee Harp, second by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously to extend the Contract with Casella at $327/Load. 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Andrew noted that the circuit switcher that they’ve been working on; Ferguson Electric was in and did testing and we’ll get an estimate from them on the installation once it’s verified that it is still in good working order. 

Also, they have been doing some work by the school for their project and have a line that runs from Persons St. to Cass St.  Once the project is finalized and the track completed, the pole line will be inaccessible, that line will have to be installed underground. He stated that sometime in Mid-May is when that will be worked on. 

REQUEST TO PURCHASE 7 TRANSFORMER LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the purchase of 7 transformer lightning arresters for the new Bourne Substation transformers in the amount of $16,214.66.

TREASURER
REVIEW & APPROVAL 2026-2027 ELECTRIC, WATER, SEWER BUDGETS
The board made a motion to approve the Electric Budget by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Harp and was carried unanimously.

The board made a motion to approve the Water Budget by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously.

The question was asked if the new pickup truck was going to be one of the ones that gets ‘shuffled’. The Water Dept. is buying a new truck and the old one will go to the Street Dept. Is that one on State contract? Andrew answered that it is. He explained that the way the State does it now is called a mini-bid process, they don’t put out one bid that covers the whole State. You have a process they put out that you must go through and get prices from Dealers.

Information was requested on the new garage. Erin stated that it is something that has been thought of for several years. The current garage is an old cinderblock building and other than electricity, has no utilities in it. There is no heat and it is in bad shape. Doing any work there is difficult as there’s no heat. They park the truck from water plant in there and store tractor implements etc. in there. It would be a two-bay garage to be used by the Water Department. Justin Parker is Plant Operator and Meter Reader and needs his own vehicle.

The board made a motion by Trustee Harp, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to table the vote on the Sewer Budget until the next Village Board meeting on May 18th, 2026 at the Public Hearing to increase the sewer rates.   It was noted the last increase in Sewer billing was 15 years ago.
 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS
The board made a motion by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to approve the Financial Reports.

WARRANTS
The following warrants were approved on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Wilson and were carried unanimously.

General			W#48			$82,047.68
Sewer				W#51			  20,716.20
Water				W#51			  16,549.99
Electric			W#48			215,792.71

Capt’l Reserve-Welch Field
      Pool			W#20			    2,698.73
General			W#50			  51,347.74
Capt’l Reserve 
     WWTP & I&I		W#21			  52,915.50
Electric			W#50		           267,105.58
Sewer				W#53		             70,789.12
Water				W#53			  22,349.90
Capt’l Reserve-Street
     Dept. Equipment	W#19			102,830.00

VISITORS
It was noted there will be Tree Planting by the Tree Board on 4/24 in Moore Park to acknowledge Arbor Day.

Joe Seminatore of the Legion thanked the Board members for the donation for the Flag Program

Memorial Day will be 5/25/26 with the Parade leaving the Park @ 10:30 from Portage Street and will travel to Academy Street Cemetery for 11:00 a.m. ceremony.
Tom Herr of Taylor Road informed the board he has kept data for 2½-3 years of trespassers, and usage not by locals of the Taylor Road area. There were 1,354 Trespass, 8 only-repeat Westfield residents, so usage not by locals. 

CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
The motion was made by Trustee Cunningham, seconded by Trustee Bronstein and was carried unanimously to close the public comment portion of the meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The board made a motion by Trustee Cuningham, seconded by Trustee Wilson and was carried unanimously to enter Executive Session to discuss property matters, collective bargaining and W&S Issue.

Following discussion, the Executive Session ended on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously. 

ACTION
Action taken as a result of the Executive Session is as follows:

WATER/SEWER
The board made a motion by Trustee Wilson, seconded by Trustee Cunningham with Trustee Bronstein abstaining, the motion carried; for DPW to send a letter to Schofield Farms regarding bulk water usage. They can continue to use the current location with end date as of 10/1/2026; but thereafter they should go back to filling up at the Fire Hall.

There being no further business to come before the board the meeting was adjourned on a motion made by Trustee Bronstein, seconded by Trustee Cunningham and was carried unanimously.
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